
Ireland in 1926

Anne Ellen Cassidy was born into a young Irish Free State still forming its own institutions, public voice and national 
symbols. These selected events are not a full history of the year. They are a small frame around the Ireland into which 

she was born: broadcasting, census-taking, politics, language, public tragedy and the everyday signs of statehood.



2RN and the first Irish Free State broadcasting service

On 1 January 1926, 2RN began broadcasting from Little 
Denmark Street in Dublin. It was the first radio 
broadcasting station in the Irish Free State and was run 
through the Irish Post Office under the Department of 
Posts and Telegraphs.

The call sign 2RN is widely understood as a phonetic echo 
of “to Erin”, linked to the song Come Back to Erin. At first, 
the station broadcast for three hours most nights, and for 
two hours on Sundays.

For a young state, this was more than a technical novelty. 
It gave the Free State a new public voice.

Irish Independent report on the opening of the Dublin broadcasting station, 
January 1926



The 1926 census

The census taken on 18 April 1926 was the first census 
conducted by the Irish Free State. It covered the 26 
counties and recorded the people, households and 
townlands of the new state.

The forms captured names, ages, relationships, 
birthplaces, occupations, language and religion. They also 
recorded more detailed family and employment information 
than earlier census returns.

1926 Census - Ballyloskey, County Donegal: the Doherty (Newman) 
household return from Ballyloskey, County Donegal   from the first census 

of the Irish Free State



Formation of Fianna Fáil

On 16 May 1926, Éamon de Valera founded Fianna Fáil, 
meaning Soldiers of Destiny. The party emerged from 
opponents of the Anglo-Irish Treaty and set out to create a 
united Irish republic, politically and economically 
independent of Britain.

The party was originally abstentionist, but the following 
year de Valera led it into the Dáil. From 1927 onwards, 
Fianna Fáil became one of the major forces in Irish political 
life.

Notice for Éamon de Valera public meeting, La Scala Theatre, Dublin, 16 
May 1926



Dromcollogher cinema fire

On 5 September 1926, a fire broke out during a cinema 
showing in Dromcollogher, County Limerick. A candle or 
other flame source ignited highly flammable nitrate film in a 
crowded, makeshift upstairs cinema.

The blaze spread rapidly and trapped many of those 
inside. Forty-eight people died, including women and 
children, making it one of the worst disasters in the history 
of the Irish Free State.

Irish Independent report on the Dromcollogher cinema fire, September 
1926



Official recognition of the Gaeltacht

Official recognition of the Gaeltacht began with the 1926 
Gaeltacht Commission Report. The new state sought to 
identify and preserve districts where Irish was still the 
language of the home.

The Commission, Coimisiún na Gaeltachta, surveyed the 
survival of the Irish language and mapped districts where a 
significant share of the population spoke Irish.

The 1926 Commission map.

Website: image may be enlarged, but it does not need the same zoom 
priority as the clippings or census form.



New Saorstát Éireann coinage

The Coinage Act, 1926 established the legal framework 
for the Irish Free State to issue its own token coinage, 
paving the way to replace British coins in everyday use.

A committee chaired by W. B. Yeats oversaw the designs.

The coins used the Irish harp on one side and animals 
associated with Irish life and agriculture on the other: 
woodcock, sow and piglets, hen and chicks, hare, 
wolfhound, bull, salmon and hunter horse.

The coins entered circulation in 1928, but the legislation 
and design work belong to the state-building story of 1926.

Saorstát Éireann coin designs: harp and animal motifs


